
Vol. 6 : # 10 - Oct 2023 

Page 1 

 

A Grand Strand Scale Modelers Publication  

Since 2018  

Volume 6 #10, October 2023  

2023-2024 Club Officers 

President VP / Newsletter Webmaster Treasurer / Secretary 

Rick Reinert Steve “Chaz” Chorazewitz Mike Fleckenstein Phil Cavender 
GSSMPres@gmail.com GSSMVPres@gmail.com modlrfleck@yahoo.com cavenderpw@gmail.com 

 

Next Meeting is 

10:30 AM - Saturday – 18 Nov 2023 

at 

Horry County Memorial Library – Socastee 
141 707 Connector, Myrtle Beach, SC 29588 

Google Maps 
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Meeting Minutes for Oct 21, 2023  

Grand Strand Scale Modelers  

 

October’s meeting was held at the Socastee County Library starting at 10:30 AM, Oct 21. There were 13 

members in attendance.  Officers Rick Reinert & Phil Cavender were out. 

• Chaz called the meeting to order:  

o A presidential coup d'etat was proposed but no one wanted to be the puppet. 

o After a quick “Make A Phil Face” competition was concluded all members hung around 

to see what other antics would be encountered. 

o A round-room discussion pertaining to desired demonstrations generated a reasonably 

good list of proposed demos.  These are not in order.  If any are missing, please advise. 

These will be further addressed during the 2024 season.   

▪ Canopy Polishing 

▪ Masking Techniques (Tape, Fluid, Bare Metal, Oramask, Liquid Latex) 

▪ Scribing (Tools & Techniques) 

▪ Making Tarps (paper, molding putty) 

▪ Weathering (Armor) 

▪ Weathering (Aircraft) 

▪ Figure Face Painting 

▪ Vacuum Forming Canopies 

▪ YouTube & ScaleMates for Dummies 

▪ Electronics – Joe Baxter 

▪ Forming Explosions with Foam (Andrew – HMS Rodney) 

▪ Water Displays for Ships & Dioramas 

• BeachCon 24 Updates: 

o Scheduled Officer’s Meeting – Opportunities & Completed Tasks 

o Rectangular table pricing is still under investigation. 

o Planning started on banners & parking/event signs. 

o We need a headcount on GSSM members who wish to sell kits. 
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• “Shelf Queen Management”: Members brought in their started “Shelf Queen” kit for imaging.  

The “Shelf Queen Group Build” will be documented as an extra publication upon completion of 

the group build….in January.  Mike has the award covered!! 

• Ed’s Hobby Shop: Moves in mid-November.  Rumors abound but confirmed that the move is 

supposed to start before Thanksgiving and finish up shortly thereafter.  No new address was 

provided. 

 

The View from the Top / GSSM’s President’s Perspective 

I attended the Region 12 contest in Gastonia a few weeks back. Mike, Lou, and I carpooled there. It 
is roughly a four-hour drive. While there, there was a Region 12 IPMS meeting with all Region 12 
IPMS chapters that were present. The big takeaways were the following: The reshuffle of leadership 
at IPMS National is for the most part complete. Once complete, there will be a move to get the 
national contest to be more consistent year over year. With emphasis on judging, running the 
contest the same way each year along with consistent categories. There will also be more emphasis 
placed on bringing in younger members that build other genres, particularly Gundam, and other sci-
fi/fantasy that attract younger folks. We, as a club, should do the same. 

 

 
 

 
     

 

Just a Couple Things: 

Donated BeachCon Raffle Items: We owe you tickets!!  After discussing with Rick, we determined 
that the best way to handle raffle tickets for donated kits is to immediately provide you the tickets 
(both parts) and allow you to use them at ANY meeting raffle.  This will alleviate us (old guys) from 
trying to remember what old guys we need to give tickets to!!   
 
Purchased BeachCon Raffle Items: If we owe you money, please see Phil so 
we can make you whole!! 
 
A Special Meeting Raffle Item:  We have acquired a crystal glass depicting 
the Luftwaffe’s JG 21/JG 54 in Poland/France and giving birth to such 
“experten” as Walter Nowotny, Walter Boerner, Otto Kittel, Hans-Ekkehard 
Bob, Max-Hellmuth Ostermann, and many others.  Later re-designated into 
the Grünherz (Green Hearts).  So, bring yer cabbage, moolah….er cash and 
get your tickets!!! 
 
Sell, Sell, Sell!!: “Second Place is…..a set of steak knives…”  (Glengarry Glen 
Ross).  Gentlemen, we did NOT sell all our award sponsorships for 
BeachCon 23 and we’re behind for BeachCon 24!  Rick approaches every 
group at contests, and I’ve managed to move a couple, but we could use some help!!  We are in 
discussions of “restructuring” the current listing of sponsorships and cost structure and “what’s in it 
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for them”.  More information will be forthcoming soon but for now we need to start thinking 
outside the box.  These are professionally produced items (depicted below).  If you are aware of a 
local group or organization that would be willing to sponsor an award, do NOT hesitate to work it or 
pass it on to one of the officers.  Note that we will be updating our website’s BeachCon Award 
Sponsor Form soon!!  Updated links will be sent out at that time.  Thanks for your help!! 
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New & Ongoing Business (October/November 2023 Edition): 

 

GSSM Scheduling:  (Note….ALL dates are subject to change due to events or library availability.) 

2023 

18 Nov  Show & Tell 

16 Dec  Christmas Party  

2024  

20 Jan  White Elephant & Shelf Queen Management Group Build Contest 

Feb 2024  Decal Application – Rick Reinert 

Mar 2024 BeachCon 24 Prep, Show & Tell 

Apr 2024 Embrace the Needle!!  - Chaz 

2024 Your Demonstration Here!!!  Get Signed Up!! 

 
 
 
You asked for Demonstrations….. 

We ARE looking or demonstrations for 2024!!   Incorporation of requested 

demonstrations will be scheduled and volunteers will be picked…..   

 

2024 Rick Reinert Decal Application 

From stencils to a wing full of German lozenge 

camouflage….Rick’s your guy!  All the ins & outs of 

applying those pesky translucent pieces of art that can 

make, or break, your build!!   

2024 Chaz Embrace the Needle! 
Ok, it’s just hypodermic tubing and other ways to add a little 

realism to your build.  Whether it’s a pitot tube or barrel of a 

gun what are your options and how to employ!! 

2024 John Davis 
Painting/Finishing 

Automobile Kits 
Smoothing out those rough edges to get that special finish! 

2024 Dayne Taylor Mottling 

Hey, the Germans did it…..why not you?  Dayne will 

demonstrate that delicate art of making things disappear 

by using splotches of paint like grandpa Klaus did….. 

2024 
Your Name 

Here!! 
Show Us Your Stuff You’re the best at it…. Show us how it’s done!!! 

We’re looking for willing victims!  Found a cool trick or an easier way to do something…..IF you have 

something to demonstrate, we’d like to see it!  If there is something you’d like to see, we’d like to hear 

about it!  PLEASE send your requests to Chaz.  GSSM is your group…..let’s make every modeler smarter!! 

mailto:schorazewitz@icloud.com?subject=Demonstrations
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Show & Tell (Oct 2023 Edition) 

  

Joe starts us off with a “Black Cat”!!  

These PBYs took every opportunity to 

harass and damage the Japanese 

early and later in the war.  This is the 

Revell Pro Modeler PBY-5A Catalina 

in 48th.  Look’n Good Joe!! 

Earl continues his museum builds with the old 

Monogram Helldiver (SB2C-5).  Also in 48th 

scale and showing a little age it’s easy to 

remember it on the shelves at your local K-

Mart and other discount stores back in the 

70s.  Nice Job Earl!! 

Jason rolled in with his Zvezda 1/35th 

Soviet T-34/85.  A little unimpressed 

with the kit Jason struggled to construct 

an impressive replica of one of WWII’s 

primary battle-wagons in the East.   
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That’s not a very nice way to make friends…..   

This is a 3D printed Thunder Warrior from the 

Warhammer 40k series. Dayne used some varying 

techniques to get the Warhammer Gold paint to 

show variations of sheen and depth.   

Course, anyone who ever dated a Red Head 

knows their wrath….  Wonder what caliber the 

bullets are in that weapon…….   

Mr Mike finished things off with an old RAF station crash foamer…..  An ACE Mk.6 Salamander (FV-

651) Crash Tender in……72nd scale!!  Apparently left by the RAF 50s/60s, the civilian aerodrome 

(airport for Jason) acquired the actual vehicle, refurbished, and retained it as a primary crash truck. 
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Tips, Tools, & Techniques: 

This section is for the discussion of any tips, tools, or techniques that can help in the building of scale 

models.  Any GSSM member may participate simply by writing up a paragraph, providing a picture, or two, 

and sending it to Chaz for adding to an upcoming newsletter. 

 

Upcoming Contests & Events, Resources: 

New Kits & Tool Resources: 

Site 

ScaleMates Modeling Database News & New Kits 

MegaHobby New Arrivals 

Hannants 
New Arrivals 
Future Releases 

The Modelling News Main Page 

Cybermodeler Online Announced Model Kit Releases 

IPMS USA Reviews Site New Kits & Product Reviews 

Upcoming Contest & Events 

 

IPMS/USA National Convention 2024 Information  
July 17-20, 2024 

https://www.scalemates.com/kits/news.php
https://www.megahobby.com/categories/new-arrivals.html
https://www.hannants.co.uk/newarrivals/
https://www.hannants.co.uk/futurereleases/
https://www.themodellingnews.com/
https://www.cybermodeler.com/special/kit_release_sched.shtml
https://reviews.ipmsusa.org/
https://nats2024.com/
https://news.ipmsusa3.org/sites/default/files/article/ipms2024madisonfinalver.pdf
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Please click on an image to go to the website 

  

 

  
 

http://ipmsrichmond.blogspot.com/p/2017-odo_1.html
https://www.grandstrandscalemodelers.org/beachcon
http://novaipms.org/
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Contest Sites 

IPMS USA Events & Contests Event Calendar 

AMPS (Armor Modeling & Preservation Society) Events accessible via AMPS Main Page 

Model Cars Magazine Forum Contests & Shows 

Cybermodeler Online Scale Modeling Event Calendar 

 
As always….if you find any broken links, or have one to suggest, please let Chaz know!!

https://calendar.ipmsusa3.org/?_gl=1*13ukg7p*_ga*OTA2NTkxMTA2LjE2ODM1NTM5NjM.*_ga_BPT41BREF6*MTY4NDQxOTcwMS40LjAuMTY4NDQxOTcwMS4wLjAuMA..
https://www.amps-armor.org/SiteMain/Main.aspx
http://www.modelcarsmag.com/forums/forum/12-contests-and-shows/
https://www.cybermodeler.com/calendar.shtml
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Resources  

 

 
 
Using Scalemates as a paint color/research resource: 

For example, I was looking for who’s paint products would match a color for an upcoming build.  The closest 
color match that I found is FS 32246 (Federal Standard 595a).  You’ll find a dropdown listbox on the upper 
right portion of the Scalemates home page.  If you depress the list, you will be presented with a myriad of 
options to choose from.  Select “Paints” and enter “FS32246”.  
The results will present a couple of colors to choose from.  If 
you select Vallejo’s 70.956 – Clear Orange the resulting page 
will show you a larger image of the color, however, keep 
scrolling.  The resulting list covers all the Enamels, Acrylics, 
Lacquers…etc..  that closely match the color selected. 
 
This should be your “go to” or starting resource for finding that special color that keeps eluding you….. 

  

http://scalemates.com/
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Websites  

For kits and supplies: 

https://spruebrothers.com 

https://www.kitlinx.com 

https://www.hlj.com 

https://www.eduard.com 

https://spraygunner.com  

Modeling Reviews, Forums, and How To’s:  

https://ipmsusa.org 

https://hyperscale.com 

https://largescaleplanes.com 

https://doogsmodels.com http://umm-usa.com 

https://forum.ww1aircraftmodels.com/index.php 

https://www.themodellingnews.com 

http://www.zone-five.net 

http://www.plasticmodelsworld.com 

https://www.culttvmanshop.com 

https://www.scalemates.com  

Podcasts (download via iTunes,Spotify or your favorite podcast source)  

Scale Model Podcast  

On the Bench  

Plastic Posse Podcast  

ModelGeeks Podcast  

Plastic Model Mojo  

Sprue Cutters Union  

Just Making Conversation 

 
 
 

https://spruebrothers.com/
https://www.kitlinx.com/
https://www.kitlinx.com/
https://www.kitlinx.com/
https://www.hlj.com/
https://www.hlj.com/
https://www.hlj.com/
https://www.eduard.com/
https://www.eduard.com/
https://www.eduard.com/
https://spraygunner.com/
https://ipmsusa.org/
https://hyperscale.com/
https://largescaleplanes.com/
https://doogsmodels.com/
http://umm-usa.com/
http://umm-usa.com/
http://umm-usa.com/
https://forum.ww1aircraftmodels.com/index.php
https://www.themodellingnews.com/
http://www.zone-five.net/
http://www.plasticmodelsworld.com/
http://www.plasticmodelsworld.com/
http://www.plasticmodelsworld.com/
https://www.culttvmanshop.com/
https://www.culttvmanshop.com/
https://www.culttvmanshop.com/
https://www.scalemates.com/
https://www.scalemates.com/
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The Lighter Side 

 

 

What “Battle Babes” would you rather build? 
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