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Newsletter for modelers

 

Published by Grand Strand Scale Modelers                                               January 2020 

Grand Strand Scale Modelers was chartered August 14th, 2018 as a chapter of IPMS/USA in 
the Region 12 Central Atlantic Division. Located in Myrtle Beach, we organized with six 
exceptionally talented individuals. Our goal is to improve our modeling skills as well as furthering 
the hobby. Along with these goals we are a social organization where anyone with an interest 
in hobby modeling can enjoy camaraderie.  
 

Our Mission Statement 
To encourage interest in scale modeling by providing an outlet for the exchange of ideas and 

cultivation of the modeling hobby.  
 

President/Contact, Phil Cavender 
Vice President, Joe Baxter 

Secretary/Treasury, Herb Horvath 
Newsletter editor, Phil Cavender 

cavender@sccoast.net 
 

NEW Meeting Location: Myrtle Beach Vet Center 
 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Myrtle-Beach-Vet-Center-US-Department-of-Veterans-
Affairs/1408061459288976 

 
Next scheduled meeting February 15th, 2020 at 10:30AM ï 1:30PM       

Winner IPMS/USA ñChapter of the Yearò Award for 2018 
Winner IPMS/USA ñRegion 12 Chapter of the Yearò Award for 2018 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Myrtle-Beach-Vet-Center-US-Department-of-Veterans-Affairs/1408061459288976
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Myrtle-Beach-Vet-Center-US-Department-of-Veterans-Affairs/1408061459288976
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Visit Us on Facebook 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/Grand-Strand-Scale-Modelers-
1894292160874357/?modal=admin_todo_tour 
 

 

Website    

https://grandstrandscalemo.wixsite.com/gssm           
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¶ Meeting was called to order at 10:30AM at our new location at the Myrtle Beach Vet 
Center. A short ñMeet & Greetò ensued with the welcoming of the clubôs newest 
member, Andrew Raisis. Andrew has been a longtime resident of Myrtle Beach with 
different modeling interest. Welcome Andrew. 

 

¶ The tour of the USS North Carolina (ñBehind the scenesò) is scheduled for 24 January 
at 1:00PM. The tour will be 3 plus hours given by volunteers at the ship. All attendees 
should be at the dock at 12:30PM. Cost is $45.00 per person.  
 

¶ Our group build with the 200mm Ogre Bust was initiated. Busts were given out to the 
members. Time line is 90 days with judging at the April meeting. We will have a member 
of the Myrtle Beach Vet Center judge. Thanks go to Joe Baxter and Jim Fraboni for the 
effort in acquiring the bust and to Joe for his hard work in resin casting. 

 

¶ Jim Fraboni has contracted with the Socastee Public Library for members of Grand 
Strand Scale Modelers to add models into the glass showcases. Each member who 
wants to participate should meet Jim on 1 February at 9:00AM. Thanks Jim. 

 

¶ This was our first meeting at the Myrtle Beach Vet Center. We had 10 combat veterans 
attend. Chris Aranda, Program Coordinator introduced our club to the veterans and 
allowed all the members including the veterans to introduce themselves. A short 
presentation was given on the clubôs activities and what we planned for futures 
meetings with the vets. A group ñBuild Dayò is scheduled 25 January. All members and 
vets were invited to attend. 
 

¶ Monies collected from raffle and dues totaled $116.00. 
 

¶ Meeting was adjourned at 2:00PM.  
 
 

Phil Cavender, 
Chapter President 

 
 
 

 

 
ñ2019 was a good year for Grand Strand Scale Modelers. Several notable events took place 
during the year includingò:  
 

¶ We were able to increase our membership from the original 6 charter members to 19 paid 
members with a majority being IPMS/USA members. Our members build across the 
modeling genre with several members winning national awards as well as regional awards.  

 

Minutes from January 11, 2020 

From the Presidentôs Desk 
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¶ We had our first club build and now a second is in the works. We even have a co-member 
from the UK participating in the build.  

 

¶ We had our first club swap meet. 
 

¶ We had our first Christmas Party with a White Elephant Gift Exchange and good food.  
 

¶ We were able to sponsor award packages at regional events as well as the IPMS/USA 
National Convention this past year in Chattanooga.  

 

¶ Our club won IPMS/USA Chapter of the Year for 2018 along with Region 12 Chapter of the 
Year awards.  
 

¶ And finally, we were able to start a joint venture with the Myrtle Beach Vet Center, 
Department of Veterans Affairs to meet and mentor vets starting in January 2020. 
 

ñSo, in view of all the notable events the club was able to achieve, I see an outstanding 2020. 
Thanks to all the members who stepped up and made these achievements possibleò 

 
Phil Cavender 

Chapter President 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Beginning in 2020, Grand Strand Scale Modelers will start meeting at the Myrtle Beach Vet 
Center, Department of Veterans Affairs, 2024 Corporate Centre Drive, Suite 103, Myrtle Beach, 
SC 29577. Next scheduled meeting is 15 February, 2020. Thereafter the meetings will take place 
on the 3rd Saturday of each month. 

 
 

 
Grand Strand Scale Modelers along with IPMS/USA "Support the Troops Initiative" and the Myrtle 
Beach Vet Center - Department of Veterans Affairs have formed a collaborative joint venture to 
mentor deserving veterans providing kits and supplies. Our club will start meeting monthly at the 
Vet Center located at 2024 Corporate Center Dr #103, Myrtle Beach, SC 29588 at 10:30AM 
January 11th, 2020. For further information on the "Support the Troops Initiative" visit IPMS/USA 
website. 
 
 
ñThe IPMS/USA initiative was established to provide model kits, supplies and reference materials 
to our servicemen and women serving in combat zones, recovering in hospitals, and rehabilitating 

New Meeting Location 

IPMS/USA & Support the Troops Initiative 
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in specialized facilities. The ñSupport the Troopsò program is expanding into other areas as well. 
Some local programs take place in USO facilities and some are centered around active duty 
personnel or are scattered at bases across the country. Each local program is organized and 
administered by an individual or IPMS Chapter that is ready, willing, and able to put your donated 
items to good use.ò 
 
http://www.ipmsusa.org/support_the_troops/index.shtml 
 

 

 
 

 

VET CENTER 
MODELING CLASS 101 

  
 

MYRTLE BEACH VET CENTER  

WILL BE HOSTING NEW CLASS  

***MODELING WITH VETERANS*** 
FIRST CLA SS BEGINS :   

SATURDAY, January 11, 2020  

11:00 AM ï 1:00 PM  

Come out and join us for modeling therapy, learning 

the basic art of modeling 101  

   

If interested please see Tez  or Your Counselor to 

sign up!!  
 

http://www.ipmsusa.org/support_the_troops/index.shtml
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https://www.modelsfortroops.com/ 

 
 

Models for Troops, 919-538-3348, 9721 Weathering Ct, Zebulon, NC 27597 

models4troops@gmail.com 

 

  

First club meeting at the Vet Center ï 11 January 
 

 

 

https://www.modelsfortroops.com/
mailto:models4troops@gmail.com
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Nine members of the club were given a ñHidden Battleshipò private tour of the USS North Carolina 
on 24 January. This 3 hour behind-the-scenes tour of un-restored areas of the Battleship included: 
 

¶ Engine room 1 

¶ 3rd deck aft 

¶ 2nd deck forward and half deck 

¶ Giant super structure/tower 
 
 
 

A complete history of the battleship can be found here: 
http://www.battleshipnc.com/about-the-ship/history/ 
 
 

 

USS North Carolina Tour 

http://www.battleshipnc.com/about-the-ship/history/
http://www.battleshipnc.com/about-the-ship/history/
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ñThe Marines have landedò 
 

 

 

 

It was decided to have another group build contest and the genre decided upon was bust. The 

bust the group will be working on is a 200mm Ogre Bust.  As last time with our group build, there 

will be a 90-day time frame with judging by a volunteer not associated with the group.  

 

Time Begins: 11 January 2020 

Judging: 18 April 2020 

 

Additionally, one of our contacts across the pond, Michael Gossage with the IPMS Birmingham in 

the UK, will be participating in our club build. Michael has been sending his clubôs newsletter, ñThe 

Rotundaò to us for distribution. He has also been receiving our newsletter. 

 

Next Group Build Contest 

ñOorahò


